
Monday March29 2021

SondraCorbitt
ExecutiveDirector
HoumaAreaConvention
VisitorsBureau

PO Box2792
Houma Louisiana70361

Re LouisianaBoardofEthics
DocketNo 2021 070

DearDirectorCorbitt

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics Board atitsApril9 2021meeting consideredyourrequestforan
advisoryopinionastowhethertheLouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthics Code wouldprohibitthe
HoumaAreaConvention VisitorsBureaufrominterviewingand orhiringthedaughterofamember
oftheBoardofDirectorsfortheopenCommunicationSpecialistposition

FPACTS ROVIDED

TheHoumaAreaConvention VisitorsBureau HACVB isintheprocessofsearchingforqualified
applicantstofilltheopenCommunicationSpecialistposition TheViceChairperson BrendaBabin of
theBoardofDirectorshasinquiredastowhetherherdaughterwouldbeeligibletoapplyfortheopen
positionand potentially behiredtofilltheposition Ms Babin hasresignedherpositionasVice
Chairperson Youhaveaskedthefollowingquestions

1 NowthatMs Babin hasresigned canyou conductaninterviewwiththe
daughter

2 Ifsoandsheisthemostqualifiedcandidate canyou offerherapositionwith
HACVB

3 IfshegainsemploymentwithHACVB isthatconsideredanotherviolation

4 Shouldthesaidboardmemberremainofftheboardforacertainperiodoftime
beforeanyrelativesapplyforapositionwithHACVB
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LAW

La RS 421113 B prohibitsanappointedmemberofanyboardorcommission memberofhis
immediatefamily oralegalentityinwhichhehasasubstantialeconomicinterest frombiddingonor
enteringintoorbeinginanywayinterestedinanycontract subcontract orothertransactionwhichis
underthesupervisionorjurisdictionoftheagencyofsuchappointedmember

La RS 421119 B providesnomemberoftheimmediatefamilyofamemberofagoverning
authorityorthechiefexecutiveofagovernmentalentityshallbeemployedbythegovernmentalentity

La RS 421119 C 2 providesthattheprovisionsofthisSectionshallnotprohibitthecontinued
employmentofanypublicemployeenorshallitbeconstruedtohinder alter orinanywayaffect
normalpromotionaladvancementsforsuchpublicemployeewhereamemberofpublicemployees
immediatefamilybecomestheagencyheadofsuchpublicemployeesagency providedthatsuch
publicemployeehasbeenemployedintheagencyforaperiodofatleastoneyearpriortothemember
ofthepublicemployeesimmediatefamilybecomingtheagencyhead

CONCLUSION

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thatbasedonthefactspresented theCode
dictatesthefollowinganswerstoyourquestions

1 NowthatMs Babin hasresigned canyouconductaninterviewwiththe
daughter

Yes La RS 421113 B prohibitsanimmediatefamilymemberofanappointedboardmember
fromenteringintoorbeinginanywayinterestedinatransactionwiththeboardmembers
agency NowthatMs Babinhasresigned thereisnolongerariskthatLa RS 421113 B will
beviolated

2 Ifsoandsheisthemostqualifiedcandidate canyou offerherapositionwith
HACVB

Yes La RS 421113 B prohibitsanimmediatefamilymemberofanappointedboardmember
fromenteringintoorbeinginanywayinterestedinatransactionwiththeboardmembers
agency La RS 421119 B prohibitsanimmediatefamilymemberofanappointedboard
memberfrombeingemployedbytheboardmembersagency NowthatMs Babinhasresigned
thereisnolongerariskthatLa RS 421113 B orLa RS 421119 B willbeviolated

3 Ifthedaughter gainsemploymentwithHACVB isthatconsideredanother
violation

No

4 ShouldMs Babin remainofftheboardforacertainperiodoftimebeforeany
relativesapplyforapositionwithHACVB

Yes InordertopreventanyviolationofLa RS 421119 Ms Babinsimmediatefamilymember
includingherdaughter wouldhavetobeemployedwithHACVBforoneyearpriortoMs
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BabinreturningtotheBoard La RS 421119 C 2 providesanexception totheNepotism
prohibition suchthatMs Babincould returntotheBoardafterherdaughterhasbeen
employedforone 1 year

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsaspresented
mayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCodeofGovernmentalEthics TheBoard
issuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthantheCodeofGovernmentalEthics the
CampaignFinanceDisclosureAct theLobbyistDisclosureAct andconflictofinterestprovisionsinthe
gaminglaws Ifyouhaveanyquestions pleasecontactmeat 800 842 6630or 225 219 5600

Sincerely
LBEOUISIANA OARDOF THICS

LaToyaD Jordan
FortheBoard
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